Localization of mitochondrial DNA in normal and pathological muscle using immunological probes: a new approach to the study of mitochondrial myopathies.
We have studied the usefulness of anti-DNA antibodies to detect ragged-red fibers (RRF) in muscle biopsies from patients with mitochondrial myopathies. We have found that these antibodies are excellent probes for the localization of mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) in RRF, and for the diagnosis of depletion of mtDNA in a newly described group of fatal myopathies of infancy.